
Student Endorsements:   
“During the final days of field school when I had 
submitted my ethnography, I was able to 
understand the remarkable academic experience 
I had just achieved. For me, OSEA field school 
was a life changing experience. In two months I 
grew as an individual and managed to conduct 
and finish research in my area of study. 
Currently, I am applying to professional school 
and I can honestly say that OSEA has ranked as 
my most meaningful experience on all of my 
resumes. I recommend OSEA to any student, no 
matter what their area of study may be.” Gabi 
(OSEA 2010)  
 
“I have been hired by a new non-profit and it is 
the most perfect job I could imagine for myself. 
But what did we talk about in the interview? 
Why did my new boss hire me?  The first 
question he asked was, "What is this time you 
spent in Mexico?" He hired me because of the 
anthropological viewpoint I brought to the issues 
we discussed and because of the great story I 
told him about what I learned in Pisté.  Yes, I'm 
sure four years of college was a part of what 
made me qualified. But those two months 
mattered, disproportionately so.  Not only that, 
but I have OSEA and you to thank for pointing 
me in the right direction and arming me with a 
lens with which to view the world on a personal 
level. I'm so excited about this job, I can't help 
but bubble over.”  Michelle (OSEA 2010) 
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     Experience Cultural Immersion  

Ethnography Field School  
(7 or 4 week program) participants are trained in 
ethnographic fieldwork while conducting research 
in ongoing interdisciplinary research projects. 
 
Participants can work on individual research 
projects or do team-based research 

Design and Conduct a Fieldwork 
Project in one of three areas 

 
Action Research in visual ethnography and focus 
groups to document tourism resources, attractions, 
and activities; create community tourism websites; 
Interview tourists & tourism workers to analyze and 
develop plans for sustainable community tourism 

 

Using participant observation investigate changing 
subjectivities, sexualities, popular culture, values, 
language, and world views in relation to 
globalization, specifically new smart technologies, 
interactive media and consumerism 

 
Study how Maya negotiate their traditional beliefs about 
health, healing, and illness in relation to Western allopathic 
medicine and transnational culture.  Projects include 
Anthropology of Food and fieldwork with traditional healers 
such as midwifes, bone-setters, herbalists, ritual-spiritualists 


